STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY
)

President Jack Withers opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on November 3, 2008.  Members present were Charlie Brown, Paul Sinders, Jack Withers, David Schroer.  Also present were Attorney Eric Somheil, County Surveyor John Keller, Sanitarian Bill Hale, Randy Staley and  Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh who made a record of the following proceedings to wit:

A motion to approve the October 6, 2008 minutes was made by Charles Brown, and seconded by David Schroer.  Motion carried 4 ayes.

IN THE MATTER OF OLD BUSINESS
Jack Withers asked if any of the members had heard from DNR regarding removal of the RR Pillars from the bridge north of Bowling Green, which are in the river?  No members have been contacted.
Jack then asked for comments on the Steve Brown Property on SR 59.  John Keller questioned the County’s involvement in this matter, and why was Bryan Husband making a request for him to do a survey?  He will survey the property if ordered to do so by the Commissioners, but this is private property and the county has already been burned by Briley Ditch.

Randy Staley reported that this is not an INDOT matter, but DNR is planning to rectify the problem for the homeowner.  Randy is also on the Sycamore Trails Abandoned Mine Program.  This issue has been accepted as a project.  DNR is presently doing their own survey, and will take care of the project.  There is no need to duplicate services.

Paul Sinders brought up the issue of spraying county ditches.  John Keller will drive ditches and determine treatments next week.  The purpose of spraying would be to prevent trees and briars from blocking and tearing up banks.  Some county ditches may require removal of trees.

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS

Randy Staley gave a report on Briley Ditch.  There is a beaver dam beginning.  He has asked for advise in handling this situation, but has no received a response.  Tree survival is critical to Briley being in compliance.  Beaver cutting could have a negative impact.  This spring of 2009 will be the five year report, and the trees will be flagged.  
“We may be looking good, but the 2008 floods may have taken a toll.”  Staley stated

Charlie Brown and John Keller discussed the possibility of a levee assessment on Mary Porteus Brown Ditch.  John Keller proposed getting prices to have this ditch cleaned.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, Charlie Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by David Schroer.  Motion carried 4 ayes
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